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Montreal's life sciences and health technologies industry hopes that Canadian-European free trade will, first of all, help it make gains...in Canada.

Montreal's life sciences and health technologies industry hopes that Canadian-European free trade will, first of all, help it make gains...in Canada, for apart from the European markets to be conquered, the small firms in this sector will need to comply with huge intellectual property regulations.

In the biopharmaceutical sector, the intellectual property rules are less stringent in Canada than in Europe, says Paul Lévesque, Chairman of the Board of Montréal InVivo, Montreal's life sciences and health technologies cluster.

According to Lévesque, the relative weakness of Canada's patent and data protection rules put companies that do research and development at a disadvantage. For the small players, it is therefore more difficult to attract investments.

"We've told the federal government this several times, but now the European Union is telling them this," says Lévesque, who is also the president of Pfizer Canada.

For the European Union, intellectual property is one of the key issues in the free trade negotiations. "The Europeans are going to want their companies to have the same level of protection as on their home turf," he says. "The European commissioners have said this several times."

What Montréal InVivo hopes is that the federal government will address the Europeans' concerns by tightening up Canada's intellectual property rules.

Small innovative companies would therefore enjoy protection similar to what they would have in Europe or the United States. For Lévesque, this can only promote investments in this country.

"I think this is already a hot issue and that there's going to be some rather intense discussions," notes Lévesque.

